
	

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Senator Chuck Grassley 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Grassley: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations and our millions of members 
from across the country, we write to express our concerns with the 
upcoming reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 
 
Our organizations comprise the Coalition to End Domestic Violence (CEDV), 
a network of concerned families, organizations, and community leaders 
committed to finding substantive policy solutions to stop domestic violence 
in the United States. 
 
The goal of the Coalition to End Domestic Violence (CEDV) is to ensure that 
the VAWA is victim-centered, resources are actually making it to those who 
need it most, and given the current political environment, that the legislative 
drafting process is open and transparent to stakeholders and the public. 
 
The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) has been authorized through 
Fiscal Year 2018 and is currently under consideration for another five-year 
reauthorization under the direction of the Judiciary Committee of the United 
States Senate. 
 
Domestic violence is a serious problem that knows no gender, economic, 
geographic, or educational boundaries, so solutions to these serious 
problems should not be one-sided. 
 
The committee must ensure the values of family preservation, limited 
government, and due process, will no longer be under assault with this 
legislation. As Members of the United States Senate, we expect you to be 
listening to community leaders, pastors, and concerned citizens, not just 
special interests, and allow our coalition to have a seat at the table when the 
drafting committee is proposing changes to the current law. 
 
Our coalition has included a fact sheet for your consideration. Thank you for 
your time and we look forward to working with you as the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) is reauthorized later in the year. 
 
For more information, please feel free to call Robert Thompson at 202-906-
9391. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jenny Beth Martin 
Chairman 
Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund 
 
Eunie Smith 
President 
Eagle Forum 
 
Carrie L. Lukas 
President 
Independent Women’s Forum 
 
James C. Dobson Ph.D. 
Founder & President 
Family Talk 
 
Colin Hanna 
President 
Let Freedom Ring 
 
Susan Carleson 
President 
American Civil Rights Union  
 
E. Everett Bartlett 
President 
Stop Abusive and Violent Environments (SAVE)  
 
Michael Costigan 
Advisory Board Member 
National Center for the Prevention of Community Violence 
 
Judson Phillips 
Founder 
Tea Party Nation 
 
Preston Noell 
Executive Director 
Tradition, Family, Property, Inc 
 
Peggy  Nienaber  
VP of Operations 
Faith and Action in the Nation's Capital  
 
Jerrye Johnston 
Founder and CEO 
Women for Democracy in America, Inc.  
 
Bill Murray  
Chairman  
Religious Freedom Coalition  
 
Larry Cirignano 
Children First Foundation  
 
Jim Backlin 
Vice President for Legislative Affairs 
Christian Coalition of America 
 
Don Irvine 
Chief Executive Officer 
Accuracy in Media 
 
Mat Staver 
Founder and Chairman 
Liberty Counsel  
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Alexandre 
Director of Public Policy 
Liberty Counsel Action 
 
Mal Kline 
Executive Director 
Accuracy in Academia 
 
Elaine Donnelly  
President 
Center for Military Readiness  
 
Janice Shaw Crouse, Ph.D. 
Board Chairman  
The Institute on Religion and Democracy 
 
George Landrith 
President 
Frontiers of Freedom 
 
Willes Lee 
President  
National Federation of Republican Assemblies  
 
Dee Hodges 
President 
Maryland Taxpayers Association 
 
Lew Uhler 
President 
National Tax Limitation Committee 
 
Matt Mackowiak 
Executive Director 
Fight for Tomorrow 
 
David W. Almasi 
Vice President 
National Center for Public Policy Research 
 
Horace Cooper 
Co-Chairman 
Project 21 
 
Gregory Mertz 
US Director 
CitizenGo Foundation 
 
Robert K. Fischer 
Meeting Coordinator 
Conservatives of Faith 
 
Michael J. Bowen 
CEO 
Coalition for a Strong America 
 
R. Michael Parrotte 
Advocacy Director 
Victims of Immigration Fraud 
 
David B. Root 
Public Policy Director 
Victims of Immigration Fraud 



COALITION TO END 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

FACT SHEET:
Approximately 6% of American adults experience some form of partner aggression 

each year, with men and women engaging in domestic violence at similar rates 

Male and female victims of sexual violence can experience a broad range of reactions 

including anger, fear, helplessness, isolation and alienation, loss, negative peer

relations, negative views of self, problems with sexuality, self-blame, and shame.

Approximately 10% of violence accusations are false. Ensuring due process means 

both victims and the falsely accused are protected. Where there is no due process 

there can be no justice for either victim or perpetrator. 

Initially passed in 1994, the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) has been 

authorized through Fiscal Year 2018 and is currently under consideration for another 

five-year reauthorization under the direction of the Judiciary Committee of the United 

States Senate. 

Too many victims of sexual assault and domestic violence still face barriers to getting 

the justice they deserve. With the reauthorization of VAWA, we have a rare chance to 

make the changes so desperately needed. 

Despite its innocent-sounding name, the Violence Against Women Act is attacking 

fundamental American values and institutions: 

      - VAWA promotes family break-up. 

      - False allegations are used as a negotiating tactic in divorce cases. 

      - VAWA does not address the real causes of abuse, such as substance abuse       

         and mental illness. 

      - VAWA creates a national security risk by encouraging immigration fraud. 

      - VAWA Weakens constitutional due process protections. 

      - VAWA costs the American taxpayer $480 million a year – but waste and fraud     

           are rampant among VAWA grant recipients. 

 www.CEDV.org Facebook.com/C2EDV @C2EDV



WHAT YOU CAN DO

The goal of the Coalition to End Domestic Violence (CEDV) is to ensure that the

VAWA is victim-centered, resources are actually making it to those who need it

most, and given the current political environment, that the legislative drafting

process is open and transparent to the public. 

In 2013, 22 Senators and 138 Representatives voted ‘nay’ on the proposed

reauthorization. But five years later, none of the organizations or lawmakers who

opposed VAWA have been invited to serve on the committee that is drafting the

VAWA reauthorization.  

Do we want more of the same anti-family, anti-due process programs? Or is it time

to reform VAWA? 

Domestic violence is a serious problem that knows no gender, economic,

geographic, or educational boundaries. As this important legislation is discussed

we expect community leaders, not just special interests, to have a seat at the table

when the drafting committee is proposing changes to the current law. 

Sign the coalition letter

Join the conversation on Social Media: 

#VAWAReform 

#EndDomesticViolence 

 @C2EDV

Contact the Senate Judiciary Committee

The committee must ensure the values of family 

preservation, limited government, and the rule of law, 

will no longer be under assault with this legislation.


