«n 990

benefit trust or private foundation)

Department of the Treasury

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except black lung

OMB No. 1545-0047

2008

Open to Public

Internal Revenue Service P> The organization may have to use a copy of this return to satisfy state reporting requirements. Inspection
A For the 2008 calendar year, or tax year beginning and ending
B cCheck if C Name of organization D Employer identification number
applicable: | Please
use IRS
[X]&mee® oo AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION
yhaé_?@e vee. | Doing Business As 52-2121856
ratinn s Sec?f_ Number and street (or P.0. box if mail is not delivered to street address) | Room/suite | E Telephone number
Termin- [1P° <3213 DUKE STREET 625 (703) 807-0242
renanded| tions. 1 Gity or town, state or country, and ZIP + 4 G Gross receipts $ 1,849,191.
fipplica- ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 H(a) Is this a group return
pending — - -
F Name and address of principal officerrSUSAN CARLESON for affiliates? [ lYes No
H(b) Are all affiliates included? (| Yes [__|No

| Tax-exempt status: 501(c) ( 3 ) (insert no.) [ ] 4947(a)(1) or [ 527

J Website: p» WWW . THEACRU . ORG

If "No," attach a list. (see instructions)
H(c) Group exemption number p>

K Type of organization: Corporation |__ | Trust | | Association [ __| Otherp»

| L Year of formation: 199 8] M State of legal domicile: DC

[Part I] Summary

o | 1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activites: ENGAGE IN LEGAL AND EDUCATIONAL
% ACTIVITIES FOR DEFENDING CIVIL RIGHTS OF AMERICANS.
g 2 Check this box P> |:] if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its assets.
3| 8 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line1a) 3 5
g 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line1b) . 4 5
| 5 Total number of employees (Part V, line 2a) ... 5 4
:‘E 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) 6 4
Z_) 7a Total gross unrelated business revenue from Part VI, line 12, column (C) 7a 0.
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34 ... 7b 0.
Prior Year Current Year
o | 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIIl, lineth) 2,866,737. 1,529,989.
g 9 Program service revenue (Part VIIl, line 29)
% | 10 Investment income (Part VIll, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7) 87,097. 40,664.
14 )
11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9¢, 10c, and 11e) 203,783. 278,538.
12 Total revenue - add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) ... 3,157,617. 1,849,1091.
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines1-3) . 26,200.
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line4) .
o 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10) . 371,079. 354,985.
2 | 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line11¢) 320,435. 133,268.
§- b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) P> 956,793. ‘
W (47 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f249 2,064,442, 1,538,722.
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 2,755,956. 2,053,175.
19 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 fromline 12 ... 401,661. <203,984.>
gg Beginning of Year End of Year
®S| 20 Totalassets (Part X, e 18) 1,947,149. 1,388,326.
f“f’i':; 21 Total liabilities (Part X, line26) 177,328. 109,407.
25| 22 Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from line 20 .. 1,769,821. 1,278,919.

Y

art Il | Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct,
and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.
Sign }
Here Signature of officer Date
SUSAN CARLESON, CHAIRMAN/CEO
Type or print name and title
Paig  [Eaers e o et
Preparer's slgnature employed B> D
Use only |varer - TATE & TRYON EIN >
self-employed), 805 15TH STREET, NW SUITE 900
2P+ 4 WASHINGTON, DC 20005 Phoneno. > (202) 293-2200
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) ... Yes |:] No
832001 12-18-08 LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Form 990 (2008)



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page2

[ Part lll [ Statement of Program Service Accomplishments (see instructions)

1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission: SEE SCHEDULE O FOR CONTINUATION
SEE SCHEDULE O:

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on
the prior FOrM 990 OF 990-EZ2 || [Ives [XINo
If "Yes", describe these new services on Schedule O.

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? . DYes No
If "Yes", describe these changes on Schedule O.

4  Describe the exempt purpose achievements for each of the organization’s three largest program services by expenses.
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations and section 4947(a)(1) trusts are required to report the amount of grants and
allocations to others, the total expenses, and revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 840,607 . including grants of $ 26,200. )Revenues 1,849,191.)
EFFORTS TO PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CIVIL RIGHTS
OF ALL AMERICANS, AND TO FILE AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS WHERE APPROPRIATE.
DURING 2008, THE ACRU FILED AMICUS BRIEFS IN "CITIZENS UNITED V. FEC";
"IN RE RACHEL L."; "HELLER V. DC"; AND "INDIANA VOTING RIGHTS". THE
ACRU ALSO HAD OVER 50 OPINION PIECES PUBLISHED ON A RANGE OF CIVIL
RIGHTS ISSUES. FINALLY, THE ACRU'S EXPERTS MADE OVER 130 RADIO/TV
APPEARANCES TO DISCUSS IMPORTANT CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUES.

4b (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4c (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4d Other program services. (Describe in Schedule O.)

(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4e Total program service expenses P> $ 840,607 . (MustequalPart IX, Line 25, column (B).)

832002

Form 990 (2008)

12-18-08



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856  Page3
[ Part IV | Checklist of Required Schedules

Yes | No
1 Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)?
I YeS, " complete SCREAUIE A 1 X
2 Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors? 2 X
3 Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates for
public office? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part | 3 X
4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part Il 4 X
5 Section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), and 501(c)(6) organizations. Is the organization subject to the section 6033(e) notice and
reporting requirement and proxy tax? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part lll 5
6 Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any accounts where donors have the right to provide advice
on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part| . 6 X
7 Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space,
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part Il . 7 X
8 Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? If "Yes," complete
Schedule D, Part Il 8 X
9 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21; serve as a custodian for amounts not listed in Part X; or provide
credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation services? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IV . 9 X
10 Did the organization hold assets in term, permanent, or quasi-endowments? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, PartV 10 X
11 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, lines 10, 12, 13, 15, or 25?
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX, or X as applicable 11 X
12 Did the organization receive an audited financial statement for the year for which it is completing this return that was
prepared in accordance with GAAP? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Parts XI, XIl, and XIll . . . 12 | X
13 Is the organization a school as described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)? If "Yes," complete Schedule E 13 X
14a Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the U.S.? 14a X
b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business,
and program service activities outside the U.S.? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Part | . 14b X
15 Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or assistance to any organization or entity|
located outside the United States? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Part Il 15 X
16  Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or assistance to individuals
located outside the United States? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Part Ill 16 X
17 Did the organization report more than $15,000 on Part IX, column (A), line 11e? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part| 17 | X
18 Did the organization report more than $15,000 total on Part VIII, lines 1c and 8a? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part Il 18 X
19 Did the organization report more than $15,000 on Part VIII, line 9a? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part lll 19 X
20 Did the organization operate one or more hospitals? If "Yes," complete Schedule H 20 X
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 on Part IX, column (A), line 1? If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Parts land Il 21 | X
22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 on Part IX, column (A), line 22 If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Parts | and Ill 22 X
23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VI, Section A, questions 3, 4, or 5? If "Yes," complete Schedule J 23 | X
24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of the
last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 If "Yes, " answer questions 24b-24d and complete Schedule K.
If'NO", o to QUESEION 25 24a X
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? 24b
¢ Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease
any tax-eXemPt DONAS Y 24c
d Did the organization act as an "on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during theyear? 24d
25a Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit transaction with a
disqualified person during the year? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part | 25a X
b Did the organization become aware that it had engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person from a
prior year? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part | 25b X
26 Was aloan to or by a current or former officer, director, trustee, key employee, highly compensated employee, or disqualified
person outstanding as of the end of the organization’s tax year? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part Il . . . 26 X
27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, or substantial
contributor, or to a person related to such an individual? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part Ill .......................................... 27 X
Form 990 (2008)
832003

12-18-08



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Paged
[ Part IV | Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)

Yes | No
28 During the tax year, did any person who is a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee:
a Have a direct business relationship with the organization (other than as an officer, director, trustee, or employee), or an
indirect business relationship through ownership of more than 35% in another entity (individually or collectively with other
person(s) listed in Part VII, Section A)? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV 28a| X
b Have a family member who had a direct or indirect business relationship with the organization?
If "Yes, " complete Schedule L, Part IV 28b X
c Serve as an officer, director, trustee, key employee, partner, or member of an entity (or a shareholder of a professional
corporation) doing business with the organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV . 28c X
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If "Yes," complete Schedule M 29 X
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation
contributions? If "Yes, " complete Schedule M 30 X
31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations?
If "Yes, " complete Schedule N, Part | 31 X
32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? If "Yes," complete
Schedule N, Partil 32 X
33 Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part | 33 X
34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity?
If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Parts I, I, IV, and V, e 1 34 X
35 Is any related organization a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)?
If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, INe 2 35 X
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related organization?
If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, INe 2 36 X
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI ........................ 37 X
Form 990 (2008)
832004

12-18-08



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Pageb
[Part V| Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
Yes | No
1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096, Annual Summary and Transmittal of
U.S. Information Returns. Enter -0- if not applicable ..~~~ 1a 17
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable 1b 0
c Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming
(gambling) WINNINGS 10 Prize WINNE S 1c | X
2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements,
filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by thisreturn . . 2a 4
b If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? 2 | X
Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file this return. (see instructions) ‘
8a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year covered by this return? 3a X
b If "Yes," has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If "No," provide an explanation in Schedule O 3b
4a At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a
financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)? 4a X
b If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country: P>
See the instructions for exceptions and filing requirements for Form TD F 90-22.1, Report of Foreign Bank and
Financial Accounts.
5a Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the taxyear? 5a X
b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 5b X
c If "Yes," to question 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T, Disclosure by Tax-Exempt Entity Regarding Prohibited
Tax Shelter Transaction? 5c
6a Did the organization solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible? 6a X
b If "Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts
were not tax deductible? 6b
7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c). ‘
a Did the organization provide goods or services in exchange for any quid pro quo contribution of more than $75? 7a X
b If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? 7b
¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required
B0 file FOMM 82827 . e 7c X
d If "Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during theyear .. | 7d |
e Did the organization, during the year, receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal
benefit contract? 7e X
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? 7f X
g For all contributions of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required? 79
h For contributions of cars, boats, airplanes, and other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-C as required? 7h
8 Section 501(c)(3) and other sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds and section 509(a)(3)
supporting organizations. Did the supporting organization, or a fund maintained by a sponsoring organization, have
excess business holdings at any time during the year? 8
9 Section 501(c)(3) and other sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.
a Did the organization make any taxable distributions under section 49667 9a
b Did the organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person? 9b
10 Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter: N/A
a |Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part Vili, line12 ... 10a
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club facilites =~ 10b
11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter: N/A
a Gross income from members or shareholders 11a
b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources against
amounts due or received fromthem.,) 11b
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 1041? 12a
b If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year ... N/A. . | 12b | ‘
Form 990 (2008)
832005

12-18-08



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page6
Part VI | Governance, Management, and Disclosure (Sections A, B, and C request information about policies not required by the
Internal Revenue Code.)

Section A. Governing Body and Management

Yes | No
For each "Yes" response to lines 2-7b below, and for a "No" response to lines 8 or 9b below, describe the circumstances,
processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.
1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body . 1a 5
b Enter the number of voting members that are independent . 1b 5
2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other
officer, director, trustee, or Key emMpIOY Y 2 X
3 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision
of officers, directors or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? . 3 X
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to its organizational documents since the prior Form 990 was filed? 4 X
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a material diversion of the organization’s assets? 5 X
6 Does the organization have members or stoCKNOIderS? 6 X
7a Does the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who may elect one or more members of the
governing body? 7a X
b Are any decisions of the governing body subject to approval by members, stockholders, or other persons? 7b X
8 Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year
by the following:
a The goVerning DoAY ? 8a | X
b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body? 8b | X
9a Does the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates? 9a X
b If "Yes," does the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates,
and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with those of the organization? . 9b
10 Was a copy of the Form 990 provided to the organization’s governing body before it was filed? All organizations must
describe in Schedule O the process, if any, the organization uses to review the Form990 . 10 | X
11 s there any officer, director or trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the
organization’s mailing address? If "Yes, " provide the names and addresses in Schedule O ... 11 X
Section B. Policies
Yes | No
12a Does the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If "No," go to line 13 12a| X
b Are officers, directors or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise
to CONMliCtS? 12b| X
¢ Does the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If "Yes," describe
in Schedule O how this 1S AONE 12¢ [ X
13 Does the organization have a written whistleblower policy? 13 X
14 Does the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy? 14 X
15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision:
a The organization’s CEO, Executive Director, or top management official? 15a | X
b Other officers or key employees of the organization? 15b | X
Describe the process in Schedule O. (see instructions)
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a
taxable entity during the Year? 16a X
b If "Yes," has the organization adopted a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its participation
in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and taken steps to safeguard the organization’s
exempt status with respect to sUCh arrangemMeNtS? ... 16b

Section C. Disclosure

17  List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed »AL ,AK ,AZ ,AR,CA,CO,CT,DE,FL,FL,GA , HI

18 Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 990, and 990-T (501(c)(3)s only) available for
public inspection. Indicate how you make these available. Check all that apply.
Own website D Another’s website Upon request

19 Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how), the organization makes its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial
statements available to the public.

20 State the name, physical address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the books and records of the organization: P>

ACRU - 703-807-0242

3213 DUKE STREET #625, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
1508 SEE SCHEDULE O FOR FULL LIST OF STATES Form 990 (2008)




Form 990 (2008)

AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION

52-2121856

Page 7

Part VII| Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated
Employees, and Independent Contractors

Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees

1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Use Schedule J-2 if additional space is needed.

® | ist all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation,
and current key employees. Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.

® | ist the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) who received
reportable compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related

organizations.

® | ist all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 of
reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

® | ist all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization,
more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees;

and former such persons.

D Check this box if the organization did not compensate any officer, director, trustee, or key employee.

(A) (B) (€) (D) (E) (F)
Name and Title Average Position Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours (check all that apply) compensation compensation amount of
per = from from related other
week § - the organizations compensation
5 |s £ organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
E - |2 (W-2/1099-MISC) organization
SE s ég and related
2|2 E ;i é—i § organizations
SUSAN A. CARLESON
CHAIRMAN/CEO 40.00|X X 150,000. 0. 6,524.
EDWIN MEESE III
DIRECTOR 2.00|X 0. 0. 0.
MORTON BLACKWELL
DIRECTOR 2.00|X 0. 0. 0.
DAVID LEEDOM
DIRECTOR 2.00|X 0. 0. 0.
WENDY BORCHERDT LEROY
DIRECTOR 2.00|X 0. 0. 0.
PETER FERRARA
GENERAL COUNSEL AND SECR| 25.00 X 102,000. 0. 0.

832007 12-18-08

Form 990 (2008)



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page8
|Part Vil I Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)

(A) (B) (€) (D) (E) (F)
Name and title Average Position Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours (check all that apply) compensation compensation amount of
per = from from related other
week g the organizations compensation
s le g organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
HE . |E (W-2/1099-MISC) organization
SE E and related
HEREEREEE organizations
E|2 |E|2 |28|5
b Total ... > 252,000. 0. 6,524.
2 Total number of individuals (including those in 1a) who received more than $100,000 in reportable

compensation from the organization

Yes | No

3 Did the organization list any former officer, director or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on ‘
line 1a? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual 3 X

4  For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization ‘
and related organizations greater than $150,0007? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual 4 X

5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization for services rendered to ‘

the organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for SUCh DEIrSON ... 5 X
Section B. Independent Contractors

1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from
the organization.

(A) (B) (€)
Name and business address Description of services Compensation
EBERLE ASSOCIATES, 1420 SPRING HILL ROAD, [DIRECT MAIL
#490, MCLEAN, VA 22102 CONSULTING 107,434,
PETER FERRARA, 3213 DUKE STREET, #625,
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 LEGAL SERVICES 102,000.

2 Total number of independent contractors (including those in 1) who received more than $100,000 in compensation
from the organization P> 2

Form 990 (2008)
832008 12-18-08



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page9
Part VIl | Statement of Revenue
A B (¢ (D)
Total (re\)/enue Rela(lte)d or Unr(e_,-la)lted exclqugéi/gg%?om
exempt function business tax under
revenue revenue sections 512,
513, or 514
£2] 1a Federated campaigns ... 1a
53| b Membershipdues . . .. . 1b
4§ ¢ Fundraisingevents 1c
Y d Related organizations 1d
gg e Government grants (contributions) 1e
-g g f All other contributions, gifts, grants, and
é% similar amounts not included above 1| 1529989.
g'g g Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f: $
O®  h Total. Add lines 1a-1f ..o » [1,529,989.
Business Code
g | 2o
o f All other program service revenue .
g Total. Add iNes 2a2F ... > l
3 Investment income (including dividends, interest, and
other similar amounts) ... > 40,664. 40,664.
4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds P>
5 ROYAMIES ... |
(i) Real (i) Personal
6a GrossRents
b Less:rental expenses
¢ Rentalincome or (loss)
d Net rentalincome or (I0SS) ... »
7 a Gross amount from sales of (i) Securities (i) Other
assets other than inventory
b Less: cost or other basis
and sales expenses
¢ Gainor(loss)
d Net gain or (I0SS) ..........ooiviioe e »
o | 8 a Grossincome from fundraising events (not
g including $ of
é contributions reported on line 1c). See
5 PartIV,line18 . a
g b Less:directexpenses . ... ... b
¢ Net income or (loss) from fundraising events ... . »
9 a Gross income from gaming activities. See
PartIV,line19 . a
b Less:directexpenses ... b
¢ Net income or (loss) from gaming activities ... »
10 a Gross sales of inventory, less returns
andallowances . ... a
b Less:costofgoodssold b
¢ Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory ... >
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code ‘
11 a MAILING LIST RENTAL 511140 278,527. 0. 278,527.
b OTHER REVENUE 900099 11. 11.
c
d Allotherrevenue . ...
e Total. Add lines 11a-11d ... »| 278,538. l
12 Total Revenue. Add lines 1h, 2g, 3, 4, 5, 6d, 7d, 8c, 9¢, 10c, and 11e > (1 ’ 849 ’ 191. 0. 0.] 319 ’ 202.
832009 Form 990 (2008)



Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page10
[ Part IX | Statement of Functional Expenses
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns.
All other organizations must complete column (A) but are not required to complete columns (B), (C), and (D).
Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, Total e(%enses Progra(n?)service Managé(r:n)ent and Funéilga)ising
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. expenses general expenses expenses
1 Grants and other assistance to governments and
organizations in the U.S. See Part IV, line21 26,200. 26,200.
2 Grants and other assistance to individuals in
the U.S. See Part IV, line22
3 Grants and other assistance to governments,
organizations, and individuals outside the U.S.
See Part IV, lines15and16
4 Benefits paid to or for members
5 Compensation of current officers, directors,
trustees, and key employees . 258,523. 181,673. 29,893. 46,957.
6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) ...
7 Othersalaries and wages 87,822. 42,449, 45,373.
8 Pension plan contributions (include section 401(k)
and section 403(b) employer contributions) .
9 Other employee benefits 8,640. 2,707. 2,835. 3,098.
10 Payrolltaxes . ...
11 Fees for services (non-employees):
a Management .
b Legal 1,636. 1,227. 65. 344,
¢ Accountng 41,726. 41,726.
d Lobbying . .
e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17 133,268. 133,268.
f Investment managementfees 15,215. 15,215.
g Other 13,779. 10,925. 2,854.
12 Advertising and promotion
13 Office expenses 21,630. 4,326. 1,947. 15,357.
14 Information technology = 64,451. 12,890. 5,801. 45,760.
15 Royalties .
16 Occupancy ...
17 Travel 10,382. 10,382.
18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses
for any federal, state, or local public officials
19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings
20 |Interest 324. 65. 29. 230.
21 Payments to affiliates ..
22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization 1,681. 1,681.
23 Insurance 2,9009. 582. 262. 2,065.
24  Other expenses. ltemize expenses not covered
above. (Expenses grouped together and labeled
miscellaneous may not exceed 5% of total
expenses shown on line 25 below.) ...
a MAILING SERVICE 580,824, 116,165. 52,274, 412,385,
b CONTRACT SERVICES 428,792. 389,792. 25,866. 13,134,
¢ PRINTING AND COPYING 188,765. 35,025. 14,677. 139,063.
d LIST RENTAL 49,601. 9,920. 4,464, 35,217.
e BACK-END COSTS 24,393, 4,879. 2,195, 17,319.
f All other expenses 92,614. 33,849. 11,542. 47,223.
25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24f 2,053,175. 840,607. 255,775. 956,793.
26 Joint Costs. Check here p» if following
SOP 98-2. Complete this line only if the organization
reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation ... 1,087,262. 191,973. 78,557. 816,732.

832010 12-18-08

Form 990 (2008)




Form 990 (2008) AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page 11
[ Part X [ Balance Sheet

(A) (B)
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash-non-interestbearing 495,066.) 1 253,214.
2 Savings and temporary cash investments 2
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net 3
4 Accountsreceivable,net 631. a
5 Receivables from current and former officers, directors, trustees, key
employees, or other related parties. Complete Part Il of Schedule L 5
6 Receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under section
4958(f)(1)) and persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B). Complete
Partllof Schedule L 6
i) 7 Notes and loans receivable,net 7
% 8 Inventories forsaleoruse . 8
< | 9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 7,245, 9 18,616.
10a Land, buildings, and equipment: cost basis | 10a 8,404.
b Less: accumulated depreciation. Complete
PartViof Schedule D . 10b 2,964. 7,121.] 10c 5,440.
11 Investments - publicly traded securites 1,437,086.] 11 1,111,056.
12 Investments - other securities. See Part IV, line1t1 12
13 Investments - program-related. See Part IV, line14 13
14 Intangibleassets . 14
15 Other assets. See Part v, ine1t .~ 15
16 Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line34) ... 1,947,149.| 16 1,388,326.
17 Accounts payable and accrued expenses 117,328, 17 61,407.
18 CGrantspayable 18
19 Deferredrevenue 19
20 Tax-exempt bond liabilites 20
o 21 Escrow account liability. Complete Part IV of ScheduleD 21
E 22 Payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees,
E highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons. Complete Part Il
- of Schedule L ... 22
23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 23
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable 24
25 Other liabilities. Complete Part X of Schedued 60,000.( 25 48,000.
26 Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through 25 ... 177,328.| 26 109,407.
Organizations that follow SFAS 117, check here P> and complete
2 lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.
% 27 Unrestricted netassets 1,769,821.| 27 1,278,919.
g 28 Temporarily restricted net assets 28
-g 29 Permanently restricted net assets 29
Z Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117, check here P> D and
] complete lines 30 through 34.
% 30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds .. 30
ﬁ 31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund . . . 31
% | 82 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds 32
Z |33 Total net assets or fund balances 1,769,821.[ 33 1,278,919.
34 Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances ... 1,947,149.| 34 1,388,326.
[ Part Xl | Financial Statements and Reporting
Yes | No
1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: D Cash Accrual D Other
2a Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? 2a X
b Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant? 2b X
c If "Yes" to lines 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,
review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? ...~~~ 2c X
3a As aresult of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Audit
Actand OMB Circular A183?2 3a X
b If "Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? ... 3b

832011 12-18-08 Form 990 (2008)



SCHEDULE A Public Charity Status and Public Support OB e o

(Form 990 or 990-EZ)

To be completed by all section 501(c)(3) organizations and section 4947(a)(1) :Z! !! !8

nonexempt charitable trusts.

Open to Public
ﬁfgﬁ';?‘:gﬁ:,fj’;esgif‘;“'y P> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. P> See separate instructions. F;nspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number

AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856

I Part | I Reason for Public Charity Status (Al organizations must complete this part.) (see instructions)

The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (Please check only one organization.)

]
[]
[]
[

A WOWDN

00 B0

10
1

N

el ]

A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).

A school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii). (Attach Schedule E.)

A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). (Attach Schedule H.)

A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital’'s name,
city, and state:

An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in

section 170(b)(1)(A)(iv). (Complete Part Il.)

A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v).

An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described in
section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part Il.)

A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.)

An organization that normally receives: (1) more than 33 1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts from
activities related to its exempt functions - subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33 1/3% of its support from gross investment
income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after June 30, 1975.
See section 509(a)(2). (Complete the Part Ill.)

An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4). (see instructions)

An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or
more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box that
describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 11e through 11h.
a D Type | b D Type ll c D Type Il - Functionally integrated d D Type Il - Other

By checking this box, | certify that the organization is not controlled directly or indirectly by one or more disqualified persons other than
foundation managers and other than one or more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2).

f If the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type I, Type Il, or Type Il
supporting organization, check thisbox []
g Since August 17, 2006, has the organization accepted any gift or contribution from any of the following persons?
(i) A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (ii) and (jii) below, Yes | No
the governing body of the supported organization? 119(i)
(ii) A family member of a person described in () @above? 11g(ii)
(iii) A 35% controlled entity of a person described in (i) or (i) above? 11g(iii)
h Provide the following information about the organizations the organization supports.
o | @en | g e o il | (oo
(described on lines 1-9  144erning document?| (i) of your support? U Or%"g%d in the Suppor
above or IRC section -
(see instructions)) Yes No Yes No Yes No
Total
LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008

832021 12-17-08



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-E7) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION

52-212

1856 Page2

Part ll| Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)
(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part |.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)p»>

1

6

Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received. (Do not
include any "unusual grants.")

Tax revenues levied for the organ-
ization’s benefit and either paid to
or expended on its behalf

The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to
the organization without charge

Total. Add lines1-3 . . ..
The portion of total contributions
by each person (other than a
governmental unit or publicly
supported organization) included
on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the
amount shown on line 11,

column (f)

Public Support. subtract line 5 from line 4.

(a) 2004

(b) 2005

(c) 2006

(d) 2007

(e) 2008

(f) Total

2276301.

3239986.

2493725.

2866737.

1529989.

12406738.

2276301.

3239986.

2493725.

2866737.

1529989.

12406738.

128,615.

12278123,

Section B. Total Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)p»>

7
8

10

1
12
13

Amounts fromline4
Gross income from interest,
dividends, payments received on
securities loans, rents, royalties
and income from similar sources
Net income from unrelated business
activities, whether or not the
business is regularly carried on
Other income. Do not include gain
or loss from the sale of capital
assets (Explainin Part IV.)
Total support. Add lines 7 through 10

Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions)

(a) 2004

(b) 2005

(c) 2006

(d) 2007

(e) 2008

(f) Total

2276301.

3239986.

2493725.

2866737.

1529989.

12406738.

90,145.

144,335.

315, 346.

289,659.

319,191.

1158676.

11.

3,852.

13569266.

12 |

First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)

organization, check this box and stop here

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage

14 Public support percentage for 2008 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f))
15 Public support percentage from 2007 Schedule A, Part IV-A, line 26f

14

90.48 %

15

93.31 %

16a 33 1/3% support test - 2008. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box and

stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization
b 33 1/3% support test - 2007. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization
17a 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2008. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10% or more,
and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part IV how the organization
meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization . ...
b 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2007. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 is 10% or
more, and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part IV how the
organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization
18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see instructions
Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008

832022
12-17-08



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008 Page 3
[ Part lll [ Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2) (complete only if you checked the box on line 9 of Part 1.)

Section A. Public Support
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)p»> (a) 2004 (b) 2005 (c) 2006 (d) 2007 (e) 2008 (f) Total
1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received. (Do not
include any "unusual grants.")

2 Gross receipts from admissions,
merchandise sold or services per-
formed, or facilities furnished in
any activity that is related to the
organization’s tax-exempt purpose

3 Gross receipts from activities that
are not an unrelated trade or bus-

iness under section 513

4 Tax revenues levied for the organ-
ization’s benefit and either paid to
or expended on its behalf

5 The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to
the organization without charge

6 Total. Addlines1-5 . ... . ..

7a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and
3 received from disqualified persons

b Amounts included on lines 2 and 3 received
from other than disqualified persons that
exceed the greater of 1% of the total of lines 9,
10c, 11, and 12 for the year or $5,000

cAddlines7aand7b .. .
8 Public support (Subtractline 7¢ from line 6.)
Section B. Total Support
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)p»> (a) 2004 (b) 2005 (c) 2006 (d) 2007 (e) 2008 (f) Total
9 Amounts from line 6

10a Gross income from interest,
dividends, payments received on
securities loans, rents, royalties
and income from similar sources

b Unrelated business taxable income
(less section 511 taxes) from businesses
acquired after June 30, 1975

¢ Add lines 10a and 10b

11 Net income from unrelated business
activities not included in line 10b,
whether or not the business is
regularly carredon

12 Other income. Do not include gain
or loss from the sale of capital
assets (Explain in Part IV.) ...

13 Total support (add lines 9, 10c, 11, and 12.)

14 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization,

check this box and StOp here .. . .. > D
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
15 Public support percentage for 2008 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) 15 %
16 Public support percentage from 2007 Schedule A, Part IV-A, line 279 ... 16 %
Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage
17 Investment income percentage for 2008 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) .. 17 %
18 Investment income percentage from 2007 Schedule A, Part IV-A, line27h 18 %

19a 33 1/3% support tests - 2008. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 is more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 is not
more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organizaton
b 33 1/3% support tests - 2007. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 is more than 33 1/3%, and
line 18 is not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization =
20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions ....................... > D
Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008
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Schedule D OMB No. 1545-0047

Supplemental Financial Statements 2008

(Form 990)
P> Attach to Form 990. To be completed by organizations that [—Open to Public
Department of the Treasury . i
Internal Revenue Service answered "Yes," to Form 990, Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, or 12. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856

Part | Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts. Complete if the

organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 6.

a A ON

(]

(a) Donor advised funds (b) Funds and other accounts

Total number atend ofyear . .
Aggregate contributions to (during year)
Aggregate grants from (during year)
Aggregate value atend ofyear .
Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds

are the organization’s property, subject to the organization’s exclusive legal control? . D Yes D No
Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds may be used only
for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor or other impermissible private benefit? ... D Yes D No

[_Part Il | Conservation Easements. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 7.

1

Q 0 T o

Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply).
D Preservation of land for public use (e.g., recreation or pleasure) D Preservation of an historically important land area
D Protection of natural habitat D Preservation of certified historic structure
Preservation of open space
Complete lines 2a-2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the last day
of the tax year.

Held at the End of the Year
Total number of conservation easements 2a
Total acreage restricted by conservation easements 2b
Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure includedin(@ 2c
Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after /1706 2d

Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the taxable

year p>

Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located P>

Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, violations, and

enforcement of the conservation easements it holds? D Yes D No
Staff or volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, and enforcing easements during the year p»

Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, and enforcing easements during the year P> $

Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i)

and section 170(V@NB)IN? ... [ Ives [ INo
In Part XIV, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and balance sheet, and
include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that describes the organization’s accounting for

conservation easements.

Part lll [ Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets.

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 8.

1a

If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116, not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, historical
treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide, in Part X1V, the text of
the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items.

b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116, to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, historical treasures,
or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the following amounts relating to
these items:

(i) Revenues included in Form 990, Part VIII, linet1 |
(ii) Assetsincluded in Form 990, PartX |
2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide
the following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 relating to these items:
a Revenuesincluded in Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 |
b Assetsincluded in Form 990, Part X |
LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule D (Form 990) 2008
832051
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page?2
| Part Il | Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets (continued)
3 Using the organization’s accession and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its collection items (check all
that apply):
a D Public exhibition d D Loan or exchange programs
b D Scholarly research e D Other
c D Preservation for future generations
4 Provide a description of the organization’s collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in Part XIV.
5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets
to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection? ... ... D Yes D No

Part IV | Trust, Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. Complete if organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or
reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21.

1a |Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included
on Form 990, Part X? D Yes D No

b If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIV and complete the following table:

Amount

Beginning balance 1c

Additions during the year 1d

Distributions during the year 1e

- 0 Q2 O

Ending balance 1f

2a Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21? |:] Yes |:] No
b If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIV.
[_Part V | Endowment Funds. Complete if organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 10.
(a) Current year (b) Prior year (c) Two years back | (d) Three years back | (e) Four years back

1a Beginning of year balance
Contributions

Investment earnings or losses
Grants or scholarships
Other expenditures for facilities

and programs ...

O O O T

-

Administrative expenses

g Endofyearbalance .

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the year end balance held as:
a Board designated or quasi-endowment P> %
b Permanent endowment p> %
¢ Term endowment P> %
3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the organization

by: Yes | No

(i) unrelated organizations 3a(i)

(i) related organizations e 3a(ii)

b If "Yes" to 3a(ii), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R? 3b

4 Describe in Part XIV the intended uses of the organization’s endowment funds.
[_Part VI | Investments - Land, Buildings, and Equipment. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of investment (a) Cost or other (b) Cost or other (c) Depreciation (d) Book value
basis (investment) basis (other)

1a Land

b Buildings ...

¢ Leasehold improvements

d Equipment

e Other . ... 8,404. 2,964. 5,440.

Total. Add lines 1a-1e. (Column (d) should equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10(C).) ... | 5,440.
Schedule D (Form 990) 2008
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page3

[Part VI Investments - Other Securities. See Form 990, Part X, line 12,

(a) De.scripti.on of security or qategory (b) Book value
(including name of security)

(c) Method of valuation:
Cost or end-of-year market value

Financial derivatives and other financial products

Closely-held equity interests

Other

Total. (Col () should equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 12.)

[Part VIII] Investments - Program Related. See Form 990, Part X, line 13.

(a) Description of investment type (b) Book value

(c) Method of valuation:
Cost or end-of-year market value

Total. (Col () should equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 13.) >

[Part IX] Other Assets. See Form 990, Part X, line 15.

(a) Description

(b) Book value

Total. (Column (b) should equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 15.) ............................

[Part X | Other Liabilities. See Form 990, Part X, line 25.

(@) Description of liability (b) Amount
Federal income taxes
LTIABILITY UNDER GUARANTEE 48,000.
Total. (Column (b) should equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 25.).. . ... > 48,000.
In Part XIV, provide the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that reports the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions
under FIN 48.
832053
12-23-08 Schedule D (Form 990) 2008




Schedule D (Form 990) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page4d
[Part XI [Reconciliation of Change in Net Assets from Form 990 to Financial Statements

1 Total revenue (Form 990, Part VIII, column (A), line 12) 1 1,849,1091.

Total expenses (Form 990, Part IX, column (A), line 25) 2,053,175.

Excess or (deficit) for the year. Subtract line 2 from line 1 <203,984.>

Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments <286,918.>

Donated services and use of facilities

Investmentexpenses .

Prior period adjustments

Other (Describe in Part XIV)

© 0O NO G~ WODN
OO |N[O|a|~]|W]|N

Total adjustments (net). Add lines 4-8 <286,918.>

10 Excess or (deficit) for the year per financial statements. Combinelines3and 9 ............................... 10 <490 ’ 902.>

[Part XII [ Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return

1 Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements 1 1 ’ 547 ’ 058.

2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIIl, line 12:
Net unrealized gains on investments 2a <286,918.>

Donated services and use of facilities 2b

Recoveries of prior year grants 2c

Other (Describe in Part XIV) 2d <15,215.p>

Add lines 2a through 2d 2e <302,133.>

O QO 0 T O

3  Subtract line 2e from line 1 3 1,849,1091.

4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1:
a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VI, line 7b 4a

b Other (Describe in Part XIV) 4b

¢ Add lines 4a and 4b 4c 0.

5 Total revenue. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This should equal Form 990, Part |, line 12.) ... 5 1 ’ 849 ’ 191.
[Part XIll| Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return

1 Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements 1 2 ’ 037 ’ 960.

2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25:
Donated services and use of facilities 2a

Prior year adjustments 2b

Losses reported on Form 990, Part IX, line 25 2c

Other (Describe in Part XIV) 2d

Add lines 2a through 2d 2e 0.

O QO 0 T O

3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 3 2 ’ 037 ’ 960.

4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:
Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VI, line 7b 4a

b Other (Describe in Part XIV) 4b 15, 215.

¢ Add lines 4a and 4b 4c 15,215.

[V

Total expenses. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This should equal Form 990, Part I, line 18) ... 5 2,053,175.
[_Part XIV| Supplemental Information

Complete this part to provide the descriptions required for Part Il, lines 3, 5, and 9; Part Ill, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V, line 4; Part
X; Part XI, line 8; Part Xl lines 2d and 4b; and Part Xlll, lines 2d and 4b.

PART XII, LINE 2D - OTHER ADJUSTMENTS:

INVESTMENT EXPENSES NET WITH INTEREST REVENUE ON AUDITED

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

PART XIII, LINE 4B - OTHER ADJUSTMENTS:

INVESTMENT EXPENSES NET WITH INTEREST ON AUDITED FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS

Schedule D (Form 990) 2008

832054
12-23-08



SCHEDULE G
(Form 990 or 990-EZ)

P> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Must be completed by organizations that answer "Yes" to Form 990,
Part IV, lines 17, 18, or 19, and by organizations that enter more than $15,000 on Form 990-EZ, line 6a.

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Supplemental Information Regarding
Fundraising or Gaming Activities

OMB No. 1545-0047

2008

Open To Public
Inspection

Name of the organization

AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION

Employer identification number

52-2121856

[Part ] | Fundraising Activities. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 17.

1 Indicate whether the organization raised funds through any of the following activities. Check all that apply.

Mail solicitations
D Email solicitations
D Phone solicitations

d D In-person solicitations

O T o

e

Solicitation of non-government grants
f D Solicitation of government grants
g D Special fundraising events

2 a Did the organization have a written or oral agreement with any individual (including officers, directors, trustees or

key employees listed in Form 990, Part VII) or entity in connection with professional fundraising services?

Yes

l:]NO

b If "Yes," list the ten highest paid individuals or entities (fundraisers) pursuant to agreements under which the fundraiser is to be
compensated at least $5,000 by the organization. Form 990-EZ filers are not required to complete this table.

. . iii) Di . . (v) Amount paid . :
(i) Name of individual . Jiii) pid | v) Gross receipts | 1o (or retained by) | Vi) Amount paid
) . Activit undraise - r 2

or entity (fundraiser) (i) Activity :ga;"té:?zﬁﬁ"i? from activity |iSI:3Ciilrla(!:SOe|.r(i) to g’r;r:ggg,[eignby)
EBERLE ASSOCIATES, FUNDRAISING Yes | No
INC. COUNSEL X 1,295,893, 107,434.]1,188,459.

FUNDRAISING

HSP DIRECT COUNSEL X 202,441. 25,834. 178,607.
Total | 2 1,498,334, 133,268./1,367,066.

3 List all states in which the organization is registered or licensed to solicit funds or has been notified it is exempt from registration or licensing.

AL,AK,AZ,AR,CA,CO,CT,DE,FL,GA,HI,ID,IL,IN,IA,KS, KY,LA,ME,MD,MA,MI,6 MN,6MS,6 MO
MT,NE,NV,NH,NJ,NM,NY,NC,ND,OH,OK,OR,PA,RI,SC,SD,TN,TX,UT,VT,VA,WA,WV,WI , WY

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008

832081 12-18-08



Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-E2) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 page2
Part ll| Fundraising Events. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 18, or reported more than $15,000
on Form 990-EZ, line 6a. List events with gross receipts greater than $5,000.

a) Event #1 b) Event #2 c) Other Events
@ ®) ) (d) Total Events
(Add col. (a) through
col. (c))
° (event type) (event type) (total number)
2
[}
& |1 Grossreceipts ...
2 Less: Charitable contributions
3 Gross revenue (line 1 minusline2) ...
4 Cashprizes ...
@ |5 Noncashprizes ...
2
[0}
L%‘ 6 Rent/faciltycosts
|5
& | 7 Otherdirectexpenses .
8 Direct expense summary. Add lines 4 through 7 incolumn (d) » | )
9 Net income summary. Combine lines 3 and 8 in Column (d) ... |

Part lll [ Gaming. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 19, or reported more than
$15,000 on Form 990-EZ, line 6a.

. b) Pull tabs/Instant : (d) Total gaming (Add
& a) Bingo ( c) Other gamin
2 (a) Bing bingo/progressive bingo (e ¢ & col. (a) through col. (c))
o

1 GrosSrevenue ...
¢ |2 Cashprizes . ...
@
&
S |3 Noncashprizes . ...
[WN)
k3]
©® | 4 Rent/facilitycosts
[a)

5 Otherdirectexpenses ...

L IvYes % [[L_] Yes % [[L_] Yes %
6 Volunteerlabor D No D No D No

7 Direct expense summary. Add lines 2 through 5 in column (d)

8 Net gaming income summary. Combine lines 1 and 7 incolumn (d) ... >

Yes | No

9 Enter the state(s) in which the organization operates gaming activities:

a Is the organization licensed to operate gaming activities in each of these states? 9a
b If "No," Explain:

10a Were any of the organization’s gaming licenses revoked, suspended or terminated during the taxyear? 10a
b If "Yes," Explain:

11 Does the organization operate gaming activities with nonmembers? 11
12 s the organization a grantor, beneficiary or trustee of a trust or a member of a partnership or other entity formed to ‘
administer charitable QamMING? ... 12

Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008

832082 03-18-09



Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-E2) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 pages

Yes | No
13 Indicate the percentage of gaming activity operated in:
a The organization’s facility 13a %
b An outside facility 13b %

14 Provide the name and address of the person who prepares the organization’s gaming/special events books and records:

Name P>
Address P>
15a Does the organization have a contract with a third party from whom the organization receives gaming revenue? 15a
b If "Yes," enter the amount of gaming revenue received by the organization p> $ and the amount

of gaming revenue retained by the third party P> $
c If "Yes," enter name and address:

Name P>

Address P>

16 Gaming manager information:

Name P>

Gaming manager compensation p> $

Description of services provided P>

D Director/officer D Employee D Independent contractor

17 Mandatory distributions:
a Is the organization required under state law to make charitable distributions from the gaming proceeds to
retain the state gaming license? 17a

b Enter the amount of distributions required under state law distributed to other exempt organizations or spent in the
organization’s own exempt activities during the tax year P> $

Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008

832083 12-18-08



SCHEDULE | OMB No. 1545-0047
(Form 990) Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations,
Governments, and Individuals in the U.S. 2008
Department of the Treasury P> Complete if the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, lines 21 or 22. Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service P> Attach to Form 990. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856
Part | General Information on Grants and Assistance

1 Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of the grants or assistance, the grantees’ eligibility for the grants or assistance, and the selection

criteria used to award the grants Or aSSIStaANCE? Yes [ _|No
2 Describe in Part IV the organization’s procedures for monitoring the use of grant funds in the United States.
Partll | Grants and Other Assistance to Governments and Organizations in the United States. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 21, for any
recipient that received more than $5,000. Check this box if no one recipient received more than $5,000. Use Part IV and Schedule I-1 (Form 990) if additional space is needed ... P> |:|
1 (a) Name and address of organization (b) EIN (c) IRC section (d) Amount of | (e) Amount of (f) Method of (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant
or government if applicable cash grant non-cash valuation (bqok, non-cash assistance or assistance
assistance FMV, appraisal,
other)

SEA EXPLORER SHIP, FARALLON, INC,
1055 THIRD STREET
OAKLAND, CA 94607 94-3307593 [501(C)(3) 6,200, 0. OPERATIONAL SUPPORT

MID-AMERICA BOY SCOUT COUNCIL
DURHAM SCOUT CENTER, 12401 WEST MA}
OMAHA, NE 68164-1853 47-0376545 [501(C)(3) 10,000, 0. OPERATIONAL SUPPORT

FREE CONGRESS FOUNDATION
1423 POWHATAN STREET, #2

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 52-1096057 [501(C)(3) 10,000, 0. OPERATIONAL SUPPORT
2  Enter total number of section 501(c)(3) and government organizations > 3.
3 Enter total number of Other OrQANIZATIONS ...

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule | (Form 990) 2008

832101 12-18-08



Schedule | (Form 990) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page 2

Partlll | Grants and Other Assistance to Individuals in the United States. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 22.
Use Schedule I-1 (Form 990) if additional space is needed.

(a) Type of grant or assistance (b) Number of (c) Amount of  |(d) Amount of non-
recipients cash grant cash assistance

(€) Method of valuation (f) Description of non-cash assistance

(book, FMV, appraisal, other)

I Part IV I Supplemental Information. Complete this part to provide the information required in Part 1, line 2, and any other additional information.

SCHEDULE I, PART I, LINE 1: ACRU MAKES OCCASIONAL GRANTS TO SELECT

ORGANIZATIONS. THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE SUPPORTIVE OF THE MISSION OF THE

ACRU. AS SUCH, GRANTS ARE MADE WHEN THEY ARE DEEMED TO BE AN EFFECTIVE

MEANS OF ADVANCING THE ACRU'S GOALS OF PROMOTING CIVIL RIGHTS FOR ALL

AMERICANS. ACRU MANAGEMENT MONITORS THE GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF GRANT

RECIPIENTS TO ENSURE THAT GRANTS ARE USED IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE

ACRU'S TAX-EXEMPT PURPOSE.

832102 12-18-08 Schedule | (Form 990) 2008



SCHEDULE J Compensation Information oM Mo 15450047
(Form 990) For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest 2008
Compensated Employees
Department of the Treasury P> Attach to Form 990. To be completed by organizations that Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 23. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856
|Part] | Questions Regarding Compensation
Yes | No
1a Check the appropriate box(es) if the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed in Form 990,
Part VI, Section A, line 1a. Complete Part Ill to provide any relevant information regarding these items.
D First-class or charter travel D Housing allowance or residence for personal use
D Travel for companions D Payments for business use of personal residence
|:] Tax indemnification and gross-up payments |:] Health or social club dues or initiation fees
|:] Discretionary spending account |:] Personal services (e.g., maid, chauffeur, chef)
b If line 1ais checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or reimbursement or provision
of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part Ill to explain 1b
2 Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all officers, directors,
trustees, and the CEO/Executive Director, regarding the items checked in line 1a? 2
3 Indicate which, if any, of the following the organization uses to establish the compensation of the organization’s
CEO/Executive Director. Check all that apply.
D Compensation committee D Written employment contract
D Independent compensation consultant D Compensation survey or study
D Form 990 of other organizations Approval by the board or compensation committee
4 During the year, did any person listed in Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 1a:
a Receive a severance payment or change of control payment? 4a X
b Participate in, or receive payment from, a supplemental nonqualified retirement plan? . 4b X
c Participate in, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? . 4c X
If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part IIl.
Only 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete lines 5-8.
5 For persons listed in Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation
contingent on the revenues of:
a Theorganization? 5a X
b Any related Organization ? 5b X
If "Yes," to line 5a or 5b, describe in Part IIl.
6 For persons listed in Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation
contingent on the net earnings of:
a Theorganization? 6a X
b Any related Organization ? 6b X
If "Yes" to line 6a or 6b, describe in Part IlI. ‘
7 For persons listed in Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any non-fixed payments
not described in lines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe inPartit 7 X
8 Were any amounts reported in Form 990, Part VII, paid or accrued pursuant to a contract that was subject to the
initial contract exception described in Regs. section 53.4958-4(a)(3)? If "Yes," describe in Part Il ..........................c.ccccccc.... 8 X
LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule J (Form 990) 2008
832111

12-23-08



Schedule J (Form 990) 2008 AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856 Page 2

| Part Il | Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. Use Schedule J-1 if additional space is needed.

For each individual whose compensation must be reported in Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row (i) and from related organizations, described in the instructions, on row (ii).
Do not list any individuals that are not listed on Form 990, Part VII.

Note. The sum of columns (B)(i)-(iii)) must equal the applicable column (D) or column (E) amounts on Form 990, Part VII, line 1a.

(B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation (C) (D) (E) (F)
- — Deferred Nontaxable Total of columns Compensation
(A) N (i) Base (i) Bonus & (i) Other compensation benefits (B)(i)-(D) reported in prior
ame compensation incentive compensation Form 990 or
compensation Form 990-EZ
(i) 150,000. 0. 0. 0. 6,524. 156,524. 0.
SUSAN A. CARLESON (ii) 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

U]

(ii)

Schedule J (Form 990) 2008
832112 12-23-08



SCHEDULE L Transactions with Interested Persons
P> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.
P To be completed by organizations that answered

(Form 990 or 990-EZ)

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

"Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, lines 25a, 25b, 26, 27, 28a, 28b, or 28c,

or Form 990-EZ, Part V, lines 38a or 40b.

OMB No. 1545-0047

2008

Open To Public
Inspection

Name of the organization

AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION

Employer identification number

52-2121856

Part | Excess Benefit Transactions (section 501(c)(3) and section 501(c)(4) organizations only).
To be completed by organizations that answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 25a or 25b, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 40b.

1 . o - ) (c) Corrected?
(a) Name of disqualified person (b) Description of transaction
Yes No
2 Enter the amount of tax imposed on the organization managers or disqualified persons during the year under
SBCHON 058 > 3
3 Enter the amount of tax, if any, on line 2, above, reimbursed by the organization . |
Part ll| Loans to and/or From Interested Persons.
To be completed by organizations that answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, line 26, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 38a.
(a) Name of interested (b) Loan to or from | (c) Original principal | (d) Balance due (e)In (2 Abpoparrodvg? (g) Written
person and purpose the organization? amount default? cgmmittee? agreement?
To From Yes No Yes No Yes No
TORAl o » $

Part Il | Grants or Assistance Benefiting Interested Persons.

To be completed by organizations that answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, line 27.

(a) Name of interested person

(b) Relationship between interested person and
the organization

(c) Amount of grant or type
of assistance

Part IV | Business Transactions Invo

To be completed by organizations th

lving Interested Persons.

at answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, lines 28a, 28b, or 28c.

(a) Name of interested person (b) Relationship between interested (c) Amount of (d) Description of | (€) Sh_ari?g of
person and the organization transaction transaction or%?/gﬁiégg s
Yes No
PETER FERRARA OFFICER 102,000.MR. FERRARA X

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990.

SEE SCHEDULE O FOR SCHEDULE L CONTINUATIONS

832131 12-17-08

Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2008



OMB No. 1545-0047

SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 2008

(Form 990)

P> Attach to Form 990. To be completed by organizations to provide

Department of the Treasury additional information for responses to_ §pecif_ic questi_ons for the W

Internal Revenue Service Form 990 or to provide any additional information. Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number
AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 1, DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION MISSION:

THE MISSION OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION IS TO PROTECT THE CIVIL

RIGHTS OF ALL AMERICANS, BY PUBLICLY ADVANCING A CONSITUTIONAL

UNDERSTANDING OF CIVIL RIGHTS; MONITORING JUDICIAL NOMINEES, JUDGES,

AND LEGAL ORGANIZATIONS, WHILE RESISTING THOSE THAT THREATEN CIVIL

RIGHTS; AND FILING AMICUS BRIEFS IN CRITICAL CIVIL RIGHTS COURT CASES.

BELIEVING THAT THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, INCLUDING THE BILL OF RIGHTS, IS

THE GREATEST LEGAL DOCUMENT EVER WRITTEN, THE ACRU STANDS AGAINST

HARMFUL ANTI-CONSTITUTIONAL IDEOLOGIES THAT HAVE TAKEN HOLD IN OUR

NATION'S COURTS, LAW SCHOOLS, AND BUREAUCRACIES. WHILE OTHERS PROMOTE

ENTITLEMENTS AND LICENSE IN THE NAME OF "LIBERTIES", THE ACRU DEFENDS

THE CIVIL RIGHTS SET FORTH AT THE AMERICAN FOUNDING.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION A, LINE 10: THE CEO AND THE OUTSOURCED

ACCOUNTANT BOTH REVIEW THE 990 BEFORE IT IS FILED. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WILL RECEIVE A COPY FOR REVIEW BEFORE IT IS FILED FOR THE 2008 RETURN.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 12C: THE CEO COMPLETES A CONFLICT OF

INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT EACH YEAR AS PART OF THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL

STATEMENT AUDIT. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD RECEIVE A COPY OF THE CONFLICT OF

INTEREST POLICY THE YEAR IN WHICH THEY JOIN THE BOARD. IN 2009, THE BOARD

WILL BEGIN CERTIFYING EACH YEAR THAT EACH MEMBER HAS READ AND IS IN

COMPLIANCE WITH THE POLICY.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 15: CEO'S ANNUAL SALARY IS SET BY THE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SOUND CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule O (Form 990) 2008

832211
12-18-08




OMB No. 1545-0047

SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 2008

(Form 990) P> Attach to Form 990. To be completed by organizations to provide

Department of the Treasury additional information for responses to_ §pecif_ic questi_ons for the W

Internal Revenue Service Form 990 or to provide any additional information. Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number
AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856

PRACTICES, THE CEO RECUSES HERSELF FROM ANY DISCUSSION OR VOTE REGARDING

HER COMPENSATION. THE BOARD MUST APPROVE ANY SUBSEQUENT SALARY INCREASES.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 17, LIST OF STATES RECEIVING COPY OF FORM 990:

AL,AK,AZ,AR,CA,CO,CT,DE,FL,FL,GA,HI,ID,IL,IN,IA,KS, KY,LA,ME,MD,MA,6 MI,6 MN,6MS

MO,MT,NE,NV,NH,NJ,NM,NY,NC,ND,OH,OK,OR,PA,RI,SC,SD,TN,TX,UT,VT, VA ,WA ,WV ,WI,

WY

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION C, LINE 19: THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS, CONFLICT

OF INTEREST POLICY AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

SCHEDULE G, PART I, LINE 2B, COLUMN (V): ACRU'S CONTRACT WITH EBERLE &

ASSOCIATES AND HSP DIRECT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF FUNDRAISING EXPENSES

SUCH AS POSTAGE, PRINTING, AND CAGING FEES. THESE AMOUNTS ARE NOT

INCLUDED WITHIN THE PROFESSIONAL FUNDRAISING FEES SHOWN IN COLUMN V.

TOTAL FUNDRAISING EXPENSES (EXCLUSIVE OF PROFESSIONAL FUNDRAISING FEES)

ADMINISTERED BY EBERLE & ASSOCIATES WERE $818,545 FOR 2008. TOTAL

FUNDRAISING EXPENSES (EXCLUSIVE OF PROFESSIONAL FUNDRAISING FEES)

ADMINISTERED BY HSP DIRECT WERE $125,447 FOR 2008.

SCH L, PART IV, BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING INTERESTED PERSONS:

(A) NAME OF PERSON: PETER FERRARA

(D) DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION: MR. FERRARA PROVIDES SERVICES TO THE

ACRU IN HIS CAPACITY AS GENERAL COUNSEL. HIS DUTIES CONSIST OF LEGAL

ADVICE, LEGAL RESEARCH AND THE PREPARATION OF AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS FOR

COURT CASES DEEMED IMPORTANT BY ACRU. THESE LEGAL SERVICES ARE CONDUCTED

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule O (Form 990) 2008

832211
12-18-08




SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990

(Form 990) P> Attach to Form 990. To be completed by organizations to provide

additional information for responses to specific questions for the

Department of the Treasury Form 990 or to provide any additional information.

Internal Revenue Service

OMB No. 1545-0047

2008

[ Opento Public
Inspection

Name of the organization

AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION

Employer identification number

52-2121856

BY MR. FERRARA VIA HIS WHOLLY OWNED LAW FIRM.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINES 13 AND 14

2009 WHISTLEBLOWER AND DOCUMENT RETENTION POLICIES

ACRU WILL ADOPT WRITTEN WHISTLEBLOWER AND DOCUMENT RETENTION POLICIES

DURING 2009.

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990.

832211
12-18-08

Schedule O (Form 990) 2008



Fom 8868 Application for Extension of Time To File an

(Rev. April 2009) Exem pt organization Retu rn OMB No. 1545-1709
Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service P> File a separate application for each return.

® [f you are filing for an Automatic 3-Month Extension, complete only Part | and check thisbox . | 4

® |f you are filing for an Additional (Not Automatic) 3-Month Extension, complete only Part Il (on page 2 of this form).
Do not complete Part Il unless you have already been granted an automatic 3-month extension on a previously filed Form 8868.

Part | Automatic 3-Month Extension of Time. Only submit original (no copies needed).

A corporation required to file Form 990-T and requesting an automatic 6-month extension - check this box and complete
Part | only

All other corporations (including 1120-C filers), partnerships, REMICs, and trusts must use Form 7004 to request an extension of time
to file income tax returns.

Electronic Filing (e-file). Generally, you can electronically file Form 8868 if you want a 3-month automatic extension of time to file one of the returns
noted below (6 months for a corporation required to file Form 990-T). However, you cannot file Form 8868 electronically if (1) you want the additional
(not automatic) 3-month extension or (2) you file Forms 990-BL, 6069, or 8870, group returns, or a composite or consolidated Form 990-T. Instead,
you must submit the fully completed and signed page 2 (Part Il) of Form 8868. For more details on the electronic filing of this form, visit
www.irs.gov/efile and click on e-file for Charities & Nonprofits.

Type or Name of Exempt Organization Employer identification number
print

AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS UNION 52-2121856
File by the

due date for | Number, street, and room or suite no. If a P.O. box, see instructions.

fingyowr | 3213 DUKE STREET , NO. 625

return. See
instructions. | - City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. For a foreign address, see instructions.

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

Check type of return to be filed(file a separate application for each return):

Form 990 D Form 990-T (corporation) D Form 4720
[ Form 990-BL [ Form 990-T (sec. 401(a) or 408(a) trust) [ Form 5227
D Form 990-EZ D Form 990-T (trust other than above) D Form 6069
(1 Form 990-PF [ ] Form1041-A [ 1 Form 8870
ACRU

® The books are inthe careof p 3213 DUKE STREET #625 - ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

Telephone No.p» 703-807-0242 FAX No. p»
® |f the organization does not have an office or place of business in the United States, check thisbox .. > D
® |[f this is for a Group Return, enter the organization’s four digit Group Exemption Number (GEN) . If this is for the whole group, check this

box p> D . If it is for part of the group, check this box P> D and attach a list with the names and EINs of all members the extension will cover.

1 | request an automatic 3-month (6-months for a corporation required to file Form 990-T) extension of time until
AUGUST 15, 2009 , to file the exempt organization return for the organization named above. The extension
is for the organization’s return for:

> calendar year 2008 or
> D tax year beginning , and ending

2  If this tax year is for less than 12 months, check reason: D Initial return D Final return D Change in accounting period

3a If this application is for Form 990-BL, 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter the tentative tax, less any

nonrefundable credits. See instructions. 3a | $
b  If this application is for Form 990-PF or 990-T, enter any refundable credits and estimated
tax payments made. Include any prior year overpayment allowed as a credit. 3b| $

¢ Balance Due. Subtract line 3b from line 3a. Include your payment with this form, or, if required,
deposit with FTD coupon or, if required, by using EFTPS (Electronic Federal Tax Payment System).
See instructions. 3| $ N/A

Caution. If you are going to make an electronic fund withdrawal with this Form 8868, see Form 8453-EO and Form 8879-EO for payment instructions.

LHA  For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see Instructions. Form 8868 (Rev. 4-2009)

823831
05-26-09
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